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perjod fo "r Re p ty AIUNG DATE ° fthiS communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " 

" Sters^^ of 37 CFR 1 - 136(a) - ,n no event however ' ma * 3 re p'y be tlme| y fi,ed 

arter bix (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

" if nA Spedfie r l b °K e iS '?f tha " thirty (30) days ' a reply wi,hin ,he statutor V minimum ° f thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

' rXK^ffi B tZ^ he m HT Um ft? Peri0d Wi " apP ' y and wi " ex P ire SIX < 6 > M0NTHS <™ »» mailing date oTw? wmmunlcatlon 

Failure to reply wrUiin the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C S 133) " n '«™on. 

■ eZX^ b s:^ tzszgrzgr after the mailin9 da,e of this communica,ion ' even if time,y med ' may reduce any 

Status 

1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 December 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)g] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 1-30 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 9,14-17.20-23 and 25-30 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

7) 1X1 Claim(s) 2-8,10-13.18.19 and 24 is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) K The drawing(s) filed on 1 8 December 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or bM objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on ; is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)G3AII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D- Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) Ej Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) 

2) U Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) [><j Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 2 . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Species I in Paper No. 7 is acknowledged. 
Applicant elected to have Species I, claims 1-14, 18-20, and 24 examined. Examiner 
does not agree with the election of claims in reference to Species L Please take note that 
claims 9, 14, and 20 are being withdrawn from consideration. These claims do not relate 
to Species I. 



Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the multi-layered 
structure having a cell forming layer and a pad forming layer as well as the macro-cells 
must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 
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3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because 
they include the following reference sign(s) not mentioned in the description: 121 . A 
proposed drawing correction, corrected drawings, or amendment to the specification to 
add the reference sign(s) in the description, are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

5. Claim 1 is being rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Takamori Kazuo (JP 2000-100955). 

As to claim 1, Takamori discloses a semiconductor integrated circuit device and its 
design method having all of the claimed subject matter: 
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A. "input and output cells . . . with macro-cells" is met by the input/output 
cells 2 formed in the cell forming layer together with macro-cells shown in 
figure 1 ; 

B. "power supply pads . . . said input and output cells" is met by the pads 
(located in the inner region 3) formed in said pad forming layer, and 
electrically connected to said input and output cells shown in figure 1 ; and 

C. "signal pads . . .of said power supply pads" is met by the pads 5 formed in 
said pad forming layer, electrically connected to said input and output 
cells 2, and arranged outside of power supply pads (located in the inner 
region 3) shown in figure 1 . 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 1-8, 10-13, 18-19, and 24 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pershelle Greene whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3870. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on 703-308-6601 . The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for 
regular communications and 703-308-7724 for After Final communications. 



unfei 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 



PLG 

October 21, 2002 



